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In September, Granada TV’s “World in Action” programme decided to 
make another episode about Caroline. The GPO now had a special 
team (known as Project Zebra) to kill off Caroline which reported back 
daily to the Prime Minister’s office. They warned Granada TV and its 
regulator, the ITA, that they would prosecute if the programme went 
ahead, claiming it might publicise Radio Caroline. Other government 
departments were ordered to “pull out all the stops” to halt the 
programme by blocking Granada TV’s visit to the radio ship.  
 
When Granada’s film crew set sail on a chartered Grimsby trawler, the 
Ross Dainty, a GPO spokesman said that they would be prosecuted if 
they landed them on the radio ship. The company that owned the 
harbour and its manager, Edward Hall, were also threatened, although 
Customs said that this would be beyond their authorisation. The Ross 
Dainty laid to off the Mi Amigo for two days, while Granada TV’s 
lawyers “arm-wrestled” with the GPO mandarins in Whitehall.  
 
The pantomime of lawyers arguing over a journalist’s access to DJs 
playing records became big news and was covered in press around 
the world. “I can’t believe what I’m reading in the newspapers today,” 
exclaimed Ronan O’Rahilly. “The British government is going bonkers 
over press coverage of a radio station! When will it dawn on people 
how far this man Harold Wilson will go just to stamp out pop music and 
freedom. Freedom of the press is about the last freedom we have.”   
 
One solution was for Granada’s team to board the Mi Amigo, film the 
DJs in exile and then sail to a port in Holland and back. Cameraman 
Paddy Seale and producer Mike Hodge went on board and made the 
film which featured Robbie at his most candid while on the air.   

 
“We can’t allow ITV to give Radio 
Caroline any publicity,” said 
Harold Wilson. “We made it clear 
that we want this station stopped 
and we shall see it stopped.” He 
issued a ’D Notice’ to silence any 
press coverage of the episode, 
which served only to make his 
government look mindless, so 
vindictive, stupid and ineffectual. 
It was good publicity, reminding 
over fifteen million ITV viewers 
that Radio Caroline was still out 
there and still broadcasting.   Robbie Dale and the Granada TV film crew 


